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Moses received Torah from Mount Sinai and
passed it on to Joshua. And Joshua (passed it)
to the Elders, and the Elders to the Prophets,
and the Prophets passed it on to the Men of
the Great Assembly. They said three things:
be deliberate in judgment, raise many
students, and make a fence around the Torah.
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The Men of the Great Assembly was a group of prophets and sages assembled by Ezra the Scribe (there is a book
named for him in the @*3WD of the "3M). The Talmud tells us that there was a total of 120 men in the Great
Assembly. It served as the leadership of the Jewish people after the return from the Babylonian exile
(approximately 333 C.E.) P87 1AW was the last member of the Great Assembly (see next mishna).

1) Why does the mishna teach about who received Torah?

2) What “Torah” is the mishna talking about, the bumash or something else/something more?

3) To whom did the Men of the Great Assembly pass the Torah tradition?

4) Make a list: Who received Torah during all the years between the Men of the Great Assembly

and us?
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Simon the Righteous was the final member of nwsw 5;{ MNP NI .ﬂsiﬂ m
the Great Assembly. He used to say: the T 'be:ﬁy I:5ﬁ;:'t ﬂT"D.'f
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world rests upon three things:

upon Torah, n‘r’mt{ ‘72

upon work (this word also means “worship™ to the Rabbis), ,
and upon acts of loving-kindness. amaEn 521
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What are the three things upon which you think the world depends? YOUR three things.
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Antignos, a man from Sokho received the
tradition from Simon the Righteous. He used
to say : do not be like the servants who serve
the master on the condition of receiving a
reward. Rather, be like servants who serve
the master not on the condition of receiving a
reward; and let the awesomeness of heaven be
upon you.
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1) How many times does the word “receive” appear in the CHAPTER? Why does it appear so

often?

2) Even if you are not studying Torah for the sake of receiving a reward, is there a reward for

studying Torah?

3) What does it mean to have the “awe of heaven” upon you? How would/should it affect your

behavior?

4) How is this teaching related to the 2%13% oW 5}} teaching?
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Yosi ben Yo’ezer, a man from the town of
Tzreida, and Yosi ben Yohanan from
Yerushalayim received the tradition from
them. Yosi ben Yo’ezer from Tz’reida says:
let your house be a meeting place for the
Sages; let yourself sit at the dust of their feet;
and let yourself thirstily drink up their
teachings.
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1) How many recommendations does this mishna make and how would you summarize what the

group of them intends to mean?

2) Look at the structure of the text of the next several mishnayot. What do they have in common

with this one?

3) Why is it important to stay near to the Sages and to listen to them?

4) This mishna tells us to sit at the feet of the Sages. Sitting at the feet of another is a sign of what

kind of relationship and feeling?

5) How is this teaching an explanation of part of the Q%29 oW 5}} teaching?
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Yost ben Yohanan from Yerushalayim says:
Let your house be open to the public street;
let the poor be members of your household;
and do not make too much conversation with
women (with regard to a man’s own wife did
he says this, all the more so when it comes to
another man’s wife). From here the Sages
said: each time that a man makes too much
conversation with a woman, he causes bad
things for himself and cancels out the words
of the Torah; and his end will be the

inheritance of Gezhinon.
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1) How is this teaching an explanation of part of the 2"72% oW 5}} teaching?

2) How can we fulfill the advice of this M3 today? Can you?

3) What is the perception of women in this M¥? How do you think women felt during this time?
How is our society different from the rabbinic period in terms of women? Does our society
maintain the perceptions of the time from long ago? Even if we may not agree with what this
MWD says seems to say about women, why must we still study it?
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Yehoshu’a  ben P’rah’ya and Nitai the .-‘5 3= "o amaE W FTNE 12 yw‘i‘nn )
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1) What does this mishna teach about the relationship between students and teachers?

2) Have you ever had a teacher that brought this teaching to life for you? What was
special/different about that teacher? Did you treat his/her class any different because of your
relationship?

3) Should everyone be given the benefit of the doubt? What if they already have a reputation for
poor behavior? Read the next mishna and see what Nitai the Arbelite says about this.

4) From the first line of this mishna, what title would you give to the relationship between
Yehoshua ben Prahyah and Nitai the Arbelite?

5) Do you think their relationship had anything to do with this teaching about teachers & friends?
Explain.
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Nitai the Arbelite says: keep your distance
trom bad neighbors; and do not make friends
with evil people; and do not lose faith about
punishment.
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1) So, what is Nitai the Arbelite’s feeling about giving everyone the benefit of the doubt?

2) In your opinion, how many chances should a person get? Can people change?

Read the following text from birkot hashabar:

May it be Your will Lord our God and God
of our ancestors that we will become
accustomed to your Torah and cling to its
commandments. Do not bring us to sin,
transgression, and error. Do not bring us to
trial or disgrace. Let not our evil impulses
have control over us. Keep us far away from
wicked people and companions. Have us
cling to the motivation to do good and to acts
of loving kindness. Drive our impulses to
serve you.
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3) Compare the message from this text to the message of the mishna. What similarities do you

find?

4) Why do you think the morning service begins with this text...almost right at the beginning?
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Yehuda ben Tabai and Shimon ben Shetah
received (Torah) from them. Yehuda ben
Tabai says: Do not make yourselves like
lawyers. When litigants are in front of you,
they should be in your eyes as wicked people.
When they are dismissed from before you,
they should be in your eyes as innocent
people when they accept your ruling.
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1) To whom is this teaching being directed? What role did Rabbis used to play in independent
Jewish society? How does this mishna give them direction?

2) What is the difference between judges and lawyers and how they approach a court case?

3) When litigants come to court in Canada, are they seen as innocent or guilty? What is the famous
saying about this that we should all know well? Is this different from our mishna here? Which

approach do you think is better and why?

4) Compare this mishna to what mishna 6 says about how to judge people. What did you find and

how do you explain the difference?

Shimon ben Shetah says: Extensively
investigate witnesses and be very careful with
your words, in case they will learn to lie from
them.
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Sh’maya and Avtalyon received (Torah) from
them. Shmaya says: Love work and hate
being a master; do not become known to the
public government.

Avtalyon says: Sages - be careful with your
words, in case you become obligated for the
penalty of exile and are expelled to a place
with evil water. The students who follow
after you may drink and die, which will lead
the Name of Heaven to be desecrated.
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1) Looking back from this mishna to mishna 8, what title would you give to these 5 mishnayot?
(Your answer to question 1 after that mishna might help you)

Hillel] and Shammai received (Torah) from
them.  Hillel says: Be from among the
students of Aaron, loving peace and pursuing
peace, loving all people and bringing them
close to Torah.
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1) Remind yourself of the following details about Hillel and Shammai: for what they were known.
When did they live? Did either of them have a special job? What were their approaches to the
law, teaching, and making decisions? Who won most of their arguments?

2) Why do you think Hillel’s first teaching in the Mishna is about peace?

3) Read the following story (which you may or may not have heard before);

The Talmud relates (BT Shabbat 31):

“A non-Jew once came to convert to Judaism, on the condition that he could learn the whole
Torah while standing on one foot. He approached Shammai, who rejected him. So he went to



‘N PRD - MaNPRD
Hillel and asked him that he wanted to be taught the Torah while standing on one foot. Hillel told

him: “That which you hate, do not do to your neighbor. That is the whole Torah, and everything
else is commentary—go and learn!”

Another non-Jew who wanted only the written Torah came to convert. Shammai refused him, so
he went to Hillel. The first day, Hillel taught him the Hebrew alphabet. However, the next day
Hillel reversed the order of the letters. Confused, the convert asks, “But yesterday you said the
opposite!?” Said Hillel: “Now you see that the written word alone is insufficient. We need the Oral
Tradition in order to understand the Written.”

A third non-Jew was very impressed by the Priestly garments and came to convert. Again, Shammai
dismissed him, but Hillel encouraged him to study more. After learning, he came to realize that
even David, King of Israel, didn’t qualify to serve as a priest in the Temple, because he wasn’t born
a Kohen.” The non-Jew came back to Hillel and said, ‘O gentle Hillel; blessings rest on thy head
for bringing me under the wings of the Shekhinah!” Some time later the three met in one place; said

they, Shammai’s impatience sought to drive us from the world, but HilleI’s gentleness brought us
under the wings of the Shekhinah (BT Shabbat 31a).

4) What is “The Golden Rule” as it is written in this story? Do you know how it is worded in the
Torah? What is the difference?

5) From this story, what can we learn about the differences in approach between Hillel and
Shammai? Whose approach do you prefer and why?

10
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1) What is “popularity?” What is this mishna saying about it?  Why do some people see being
popular as so important?

2) What is this mishna saying about the importance of the “chain of transmission,” which we have
discussed since the beginning of our learning in this chapter?

3) If Hillel did not believe that someone deserved the death penalty for not being a teacher of
Torah, then what point is he trying to make?

4) This mishna talks about a person “losing his name” and “fading away.” Are these two
descriptions related to one another? If so, how so? If not, how are they different?

1
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1) What is Hillel teaching us about personal responsibility?

2) What is Hillel saying about the universe of obligation?

3) Look up the words “procrastination” and “initiative” and write down their definitions here.
Does this mishna teach anything about them? If so, what is Hillel telling us?

4) How are you succeeding or failing at living up to this mishna?

12
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1) Each of Shammai’s statements can stand by itself. Do you think you make Torah study a fixed
practice? How? After you finish VI'T, will you still be able to do so?

2) What does it mean to you, to “say little but do much?” Do you know anyone who is a good
example of this teaching?

3) What does “welcoming each person with a warm face” mean to you? Why do you think it is so
important that Shammai included it here? Is this an easy thing to do? After reading the story
about the three potential converts to Judaism, do you think Shammai lived up to his own
teaching?

4) After reading teachings of Hillel and Shammai, whose teachings do you prefer and why?

13
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1) Look at your “Rabbi Timeline” and see what you find about the relationship between Hillel and
Shammai and Rabban Gamliel. Find out a few details about Rabban Gamliel with some
additional research.

2) In mishna 6, we have already heard the advice to “Make yourself a Rabbi?” If that mishna was
directed to students, to whom do you think this mishna is directed or how is this mishna
different from that one (because the Mishna does not repeat itself)?

3) What is similar between “uncertainty” and “estimating?” What are their opposites? How can
uncertainty and estimating be helpful? How can precision and specificity be helpful?

4) If this mishna is directed at Rabbi-Judges, why would it be important for them to avoid
uncertainty and estimation?

14
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Shim’on his son says: All of my days, I grew
up among the Sages and I did not find
anything better for me than silence. Action is
the essence, not study. Anyone who talks too
much brings on sin.
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1) Read mishna 14 again. Do you think our R. Shim’on is a student of Shammai? Why or why

not?

2) Our studies have already taught us that Torah study is very important. However, why is this
mishna teaching that action is the essence, not study?

3) Do you think this mishna is right about too much talking? How does talking too much bring on
problems and how can it be controlled? Do you ever suffer from this problematic behavior?

Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says: The world
stands on three things: on justice, on truth
and on peace, as it says in the Bible: “Truth
and peaceful judgments will you judge within
your gates.” (Zekhariyah ch. 8)

15
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1) Compare this mishna to mishna 2. Compare and contrast the two sets of “three things” to each
other. With which mishna do you agree more?

2) Do you think there is a reason that mishna 2 “starts” the chapter and this mishna ends it? How
does this later generation of Rabbis seem to be different from the generation that taught mishna 2
based on Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel’s teaching?

3) What is the function of the verse from the Bible that is quoted in this mishna?

4) Go back over the mishnayot of the chapter. If you had to choose one mishna from this chapter
that you found the most meaningful, which one would it be and why? Write a good paragraph.
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